
3-1.20. GENERAL PERMITS BY RULE.  
 

For wells of certain characteristics and in certain prescribed situations, the District may issue several 
different types of permits by rule, generally with abbreviated application documentation and timelines.  
General permits by rule do not require notice and public hearings and are used for administrative 
convenience when their use is not inconsistent with the District’s overall mission. The District may issue 
a general permit by rule as an administrative action, provided the requirements of the permit are met. 
 

B. Limited Production Permit. 
 

 The purpose of this provision is to permit by rule the drilling and completion of nonexempt 
domestic and livestock use wells and the production of groundwater from wells. 

 
1. Eligibility Criteria. To be eligible for authorization under this general permit, wells must:  
 

a. not meet Exempt criteria under Rule 3-1.3B, and 
 
b. not be located in an area in which a water supplier has a valid CCN or, if located 

in an area where a water supplier has a valid CCN, the supplier is not readily 
able to supply water without extraordinary additional cost or time delay to the 
applicant. 

 
2. Conditions and Requirements.  Each authorization under this general permit shall be 

subject to the following conditions and requirements: 
 

a. The well does not produce more than 500,000 gallons per year,  
 
b. The well is equipped with a meter under Rule 3-2.1, 
 
c. The permittee shall keep accurate records and meter readings on an annual 

basis for the amount of groundwater withdrawn, the purpose of the withdrawal, 
and such records shall be submitted to the District office on an annual basis no 
later than September 5th of each year, 

 
d. The permittee shall adopt, and implement a UCP consistent with Rule 3-6, 
 
e. Any well completed in the Freshwater Edwards Management Zones and 

authorized for production under this General Permit may be subject to temporary 
curtailments during a District-declared Emergency Response Period, pursuant to 
Rule 3-7-6.C related to Drought, and as deemed necessary by the Board to 
preserve the DFC, and 

 
f. Any other conditions that the District may require. 

 
3. Wells authorized by this permit are subject to the permit conditions and requirements of 

Rule 3-1.11, the well spacing requirements of Rule 3-1.12, and the provisions of Rule 3-
4.  

 
4.  A permittee may apply to redrill or replace a currently permitted well while preserving the 

Limited Production Permit designation if it complies with the requirements of this Section 
and Rule 3-4.6. 

 
 
 
 
 



3-1.11. PERMIT COMPLIANCE, MONITORING, AND MITIGATION. 
 

A. Permit Conditions and Requirements.  All permits are granted subject to the Rules, 
regulations, Orders, special provisions, and other requirements of the Board, and the 
laws of the State of Texas.  In addition, each permit issued shall be subject to the 
following conditions and requirements: 

 
1. The permit is granted in accordance with the provisions of S.B. 988 of the 70th 

Texas Legislature in conjunction with Chapter 36, Texas Water Code, and the 
Rules, regulations and Orders of the District as may be in effect from time to 
time, and acceptance of the permit constitutes an acknowledgment and 
agreement that the permittee will comply with all the terms, provisions, 
conditions, requirements, limitations, and restrictions embodied in the permit and 
with the Rules, regulations, and Orders of the District.  
 

2. The permit confers no vested rights in the holder and the permit is non-
transferable.  Written notice must be given to the District by the permittee prior to 
any sale or lease of the well covered by the permit.  The permit may be revoked 
or suspended for failure to comply with its terms, which may be modified or 
amended pursuant to the requirements of the Act and any applicable Rules, 
regulations and Orders of the District. 

 
3. A permit shall be subject to amendment by the District of the amount of water 

authorized for pumpage based upon a review of the District’s sustainable yield 
model and a determination by the District that an amendment is necessary after 
considering adequate water levels in water supply wells and degradation of water 
quality that could result from low water levels and low spring discharge.  

 
4. The drilling and operation of the well for the authorized use shall be conducted in 

such a manner as to avoid waste, pollution, or harm to the aquifer. 
 
5. The permittee shall keep accurate records and meter readings, on a monthly 

basis, of the amount of groundwater withdrawn, the purpose of the withdrawal, 
and, for any transporting of water outside the District, the amount of water 
transported and the identity and location of the recipients.  Such records shall be 
submitted to the District office on a monthly basis, unless some other reporting 
period is specified in the permit, even if there is zero pumpage or transport for 
the time period and shall also be available for inspection at the permittee's 
principal place of business by District representatives.  Immediate written notice 
shall be given to the District in the event a withdrawal or transporting of water 
exceeds the quantity authorized by the permit or Rules.  Unless the permittee 
can present evidence that the pumpage or transport which exceeded the 
permitted amount is due to an isolated incident that is not likely to be repeated 
and/or would not result in continued higher demands, the permittee must 
immediately submit an application to increase the permitted pumpage or 
transport volume based on the amount of pumpage or transport which exceeded 
the permitted amount projected for the remainder of the fiscal year. 

 
6. The well site or transport facilities shall be accessible to District representatives 

for inspection during normal business hours and during emergencies.  The 
permittee agrees to cooperate fully in any reasonable inspection of the well site 
or transport facilities and related monitoring or sampling by District 



representatives.  The well owner shall provide a 24-hour emergency contact to 
the District. 

 
7. The application pursuant to which a permit has been issued is incorporated 

therein, and the permit is granted on the basis of and contingent upon the 
accuracy of the information supplied in that application and in any amendments 
thereof.  A finding that false information has been supplied shall be grounds for 
immediate revocation of a permit.  In the event of conflict between the provisions 
of the permit and the contents of the application, the provisions of the permit shall 
prevail. 

 
8. Driller's logs must be submitted within 60 days of the drilling of a well.  
 
9. For all new public water supply wells, a 150-feet radius sanitary control easement 

around the well must be recorded with county of record and evidence of said 
easement or a variance from TCEQ shall be provided to the District 60 days 
upon completion of the well. 

 
10. Monitoring of groundwater pumpage is to be accomplished in the manner 

specified in the District's metering policy and any modifications thereto. 
 
11. Violation of the permit's terms, conditions, requirements, or special provisions, 

including pumping amounts in excess of authorized withdrawal or transporting 
amounts outside of the District in excess of the amount authorized for transport, 
shall be punishable by civil penalties as provided by the Act and these Rules. 

 
12. If special provisions are inconsistent with other provisions or regulations of the 

District, the Special Provisions shall prevail. 
 
13. A Transport Permit may contain any term, condition, or limitation determined to 

be warranted by the District's Board based on the factors set forth in Rule 3-1. 
6(A), and Section 36.122(d) of the Act. 

  
14. Permittees will notify the District upon filing an application with the TCEQ to 

obtain or modify CCN to provide water or wastewater service in a service area 
that lies wholly or partly within the District or for which water shall be supplied 
from a well located inside the District. 

 
15. Upon request of the District, permittees that are water utilities and that are not in 

compliance with their permit conditions concerning water use, are required to 
furnish the District the individual monthly water usage of all end-user customers 
that exceed the presumptive excessive-use criteria set forth in Section 3-3.7(C) 
of these Rules. 

 
16. Permittees holding Class B or Class C Conditional Production Permits under 

Rule 3-1.24(D)(E) must maintain at all times the certain ability and binding 
commitment to switch from the to-be-permitted volume of groundwater to some 
alternative water supply source(s) on a 100% basis, including (a) all necessary 
physical infrastructure and supporting agreements, rates, and tariffs required for 
such substitution, and (b) the commitment to use the alternative supply as 
warranted by District-declared drought conditions. 

 



17. A Permit does not authorize use on property within the District other than the well 
owner’s property without prior approval from the District for Multi-user Wells.  For 
Permits approved for Multi-user Wells, the well owner shall be considered the 
sole permittee and shall be solely responsible for compliance with all applicable 
rules, permit conditions, and requirements including the multi-user well metering 
and reporting requirements pursuant to District Rule 3-2. 

 
18. After notice and an opportunity for a hearing, the Permit may be reduced if the 

authorized withdrawal volume is deemed to be no longer commensurate with 
reasonable non-speculative demand or if actual production from a well is 
substantially less than the authorized permit amount for multiple years without 
any rationale that reasonably relates to efforts to utilize alternative water 
supplies, conserve, or improve water use efficiency. 

 
19. After notice and an opportunity for a hearing, the Permit may be reduced or 

curtailed if the authorized withdrawal volume is determined to cause 
unreasonable impacts or failure to achieve the applicable DFC of the aquifers. 

 
20. Wells must be maintained in good non-deteriorated condition and in compliance 

with Rule 5 related to District Well Construction Standards. 
 
21. After receiving official notification from the District, the permittee shall implement 

the approved mitigation plan. 
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